Fiehn & Montgomery

Science Fiction in the Elementary CR


Anderson, B. (2006). The adventures of Commander Zack Proton and the Red Giant. New York: Aladdin Paperbacks. 

When Commander Zack Proton accidentally tumbles out of his ship, he is discovered by Omega Chimp, the last chimpanzee sent into space. Together, they encounter space giant Big Large and attempt to find their way home. (CLCD) Reading Level 
Bartram, S. (2002). Man on the moon. Summerville, MA: Candlewick.

Presents a typical day in the life of Bob, the man on the moon, who rockets to work each morning, cleans up after the astronauts, and performs other duties before returning home for a bath and bed. Interest Level: K-3  Reading Level: 3.7 CLCD
Bartram, S. (2009). Bob’s best friend ever. Somerville, MA: Templar Books.

Bob is feeling glum. His friends Billy and Sam are off visiting a pet show on Pluto, there are no space tourists to entertain, and Bob is bored. What he needs is a best-ever friend, to help him with intergalactic missions and jigsaw puzzles but, being Bob, he doesn't seem to notice the potential furry friend who is begging for his attention! Reading Level [image: image1.png]


4.7.
Beecroft, S. (2008). Epic battles. New York: DK.

Chronicles all the legendary land, space, and lightsaber battles in the Star Wars movies. Includes color photographs. Reading Level [image: image2.png]
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Interest Level   3-5.

Bennett, J. (2009). Max Goes to Jupiter. Boulder: Big Kid Science. 

Max and his friends go to Jupiter where they ride a space elevator to orbit, visit Jupiter's volcanically active moon Io, and send a robotic submarine into the hidden ocean of ice-crusted Europa. Along the way, Max learns why Jupiter has been so important to human history and how his mission has spread the message of inspiration and hope to people around the world. 

Bennett, J. (2006). Max Goes to Mars. Boulder: Big Kid Science. 

Max joins astronauts on the first human mission to Mars. Equipped with a specially designed spacesuit, Max sniffs for signs of microscopic life. Max discovers life on Mars and then returns home where he is greeted with open arms.

Bennett, J. (2003) Max goes to the Moon. Boulder, Co: Big Kid Science.
First of three books about the adventures of Max. He goes to the Moon in the first book, followed by Mars, and Jupiter. Each book includes side bars explaining the science behind the story line. Illustrations are very realistic. Publisher website includes teacher resources that are very helpful. 

Benton, J. (2006). Lunch Walks Among Us.  New York: Simon and Schuster.


Franny K. Stein is a mad scientist who prefers all things spooky and creepy, but when she has trouble making friends at her new school she experiments with fitting in--which works until a monster erupts from the trashcan. (CLCD) Reading Level [image: image5.png]
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Interest Level   2-5
Bisson, T. (2002). Crossfire. New York: Scholastic.

After Boba Fett's father dies, he is taken by Aurra Sing to the toxic planet of Raxus Prime and is brought to Count Dooku's lair. Reading Level [image: image8.png]
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Interest Level   4-7
Bisson, T. (2002). The fight to survive. New York: Scholastic.

Boba Fett is growing up far from home. He has a future in the same profession as his father--bounty hunter--but only if he is able to survive his childhood. Reading Level [image: image11.png]
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Interest Level   4-7
Blackman, H. (2004). Clone wars adventures (Vol. 1). Milwaukie, OR: Dark Horse Books. 
Offers three tales inspired by the television cartoon series based on the "Star Wars" movies. Stories feature Obi-Wan Kenobi and Anakin Skywalker. Interest Level   3-6
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Bradman, T.(1992) It Came From Outer Space. New York: Dial.
 
A visitor from outer space visits an elementary school class and brings an important message about physical beauty.  Available in several languages in print. Picture book
Breathed, B. (2007). Mars needs moms!. New York: Philomel Books. 
When a disgruntled boy sees his mother being kidnapped by Martians, he realizes he loves her and will go to any lengths to protect her. (CLDC) Reading Level [image: image15.png]
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Interest Level   1-3  
Brenner, B. (1990) Moon Boy. New York: Bank Street.

A moonbeam comes to life one night and pays a visit to a young boy. Easy Reader Bank Street Level 2. Reading level: Ages 4-8

Brewster, Patience. (1981). Ellsworth and the Cats From Mars. New York: Houghton Mifflin.

An ordinary young cat is visited by green-haired cats from Mars who want to study the ways of earthly felines. Picture book. Out of Print.
 Buller, L. (2005). Star Wars: Star Pilot. New York: DK publishing
Bunting, E. (2002). My Robot. New York: Harcourt.
Cecil the robot is good at playing tag, leading the school band, and performing tricks with the dog, but there is one important thing he does best of all. Interest Level: K-3  Reading Level: 1.9

Bunting, E. (1980). The Robot Birthday. New York: Dutton Childrens Books.

Pam and Kerry receive a useful but rather unusual birthday present from their mother. Easy Reader.
Bunting, E. (2000) Wanna Buy an Alien?  New York: Clarion Books
For his eleventh birthday Ben receives an offer of a ride to the planet Cham with an alien named Iku, and when the appointed meeting time arrives he is not sure if he faces an exciting opportunity or horrible danger. (First Chapter Books) Reading level: Ages 9-12
Corey, S. (2001). First graders from Mars episode one: Horus’s horrible day. New York: Scholastic.

First of the series. It's the first day of school on Mars and Horus is off to first grade. He had loved martiangarten with snooze mats, snacks, and the slime table. However, he quickly discovers that first grade is very different and he decides he doesn't like it and he doesn't want to go back. His mother returns her protesting child to school the next day and this time he meets a new student who has the same reaction he had. As Horus begins to reassure her, he forgets about his own doubts and offers to help her through her first day. First grade has become much more inviting for the two new friends. The colorful cartoon drawings complement this comic sci-fi tale with its flying cups, thinking capsules, and waving tentacles. The nonhuman students are done in assorted colors from green to purple, and the teacher, Ms. Vortex, is really a standout with eyes that are literally in the back of her head. These creatures don't just learn the right answers in math-they actually form them with their bodies. An entertaining addition to collections that need more stories about the possible anxieties and excitement of the first day of school. (SLJ) Kindergarten-Grade 2

Coville, B. (1994). I left my sneakers in Dimension X. New York: Aladdin Paperbacks.

In this sequel to Aliens Ate My Homework (Pocket, 1993), Rod Allbright and his bratty cousin Elspeth are kidnapped by Smorkus Flinders, a huge and hideous monster from Dimension X. Smorkus is holding them hostage to trap Rod's alien friends from the good ship Ferkel. The ship's captain and crew manage to rescue Rod and Elspeth, but getting out of Dimension X and stopping the evil Smorkus proves to be more difficult. After spending time with some shapeshifters and apprenticing to the warrior Tar Gibbons, Rod acquires new self-confidence, and, discovering that Smorkus knows something about his missing father, the enraged boy defeats the giant and saves the universe. Readers will enjoy the trademark combination of humor, nonstop action, and wild characters that distinguish Coville's books. With its bright cover, alluring title, and occasional black-and-white illustrations, this book is guaranteed to be popular with space-opera fans, comic-book readers, and budding science-fiction enthusiasts. (SLJ) Grade 4-6
Coville, B. (1992). Space brat. New York: Aladdin Paperbacks.

Although bratty Blork is good at throwing tantrums, even a megatatrum can't save his pet Toonoobie when it is taken by the Big Pest Squad. First Chapter Book.

Coville, B. (1989) My teacher is an alien. New York: Aladdin Paperbacks.

After Susan sees Mr. Smith the substitute teacher peel off his face, she knows he's an alien and only Peter believes her; together they work to save the class from Mr. Smith's horrible plans.  Interest Level: 3-6  Reading Level: 5.4
Cushman, D. (2004). Space Cat. New York: HarperCollins.

Bringing a touch of science fiction to the easy-reader crowd, Cushman introduces a new character, Space Cat, and his sidekick, a robot named Earl. After landing on a strange planet, Space Cat needs fuel to fly home and King Zorp won't give him any, until Earl's gluey noodles save the day. The book is mildly amusing, with illustrations reminiscent of 1960s TV cartoons. Horn Book (Fall 2004). Interest Level: K-3  Reading Level: 2.1
Deacon, A. (2003). Beegu. New York: Farrar, Straus and Giroux.
Stranded on earth, Beegu, a little yellow three-eyed alien, searches for friends. Rejected at every turn, she is at last welcomed by a group of children playing in a schoolyard, and then is reunited with her parents. The text is a little messagey, but the pictures are sublime. A heady mix of Gary Larson and early Sendak, they convey Beegu's strong emotions without sentimentality. Horn Book (Spring 2004) Interest Level: K-3
Reading Level: 2.6
 Driscoll, L. (2008). Smash Trash! New York: Random House Children's Books. 

In this step into reading book, the reader follows Walle as he picks up the landfill where he lives. After the trash is picked up, Walle decides to go to bed and begins the process over again the next day.
Elliot, D. (2004). Hazel Nutt alien hunter. New York: Holiday House.
In this sci-fi, pun-filled picture book, Captain Hazel Nutt and her two-headed copilot, Igor, land on the planet Wutt, where the green Wuttites and their little lady leader offer more opportunities for wordplay ("Wutt's up?"). A giant meatball meteor, the gift of a ladder, and the departure of Hazel and Igor conclude this slight but whimsical offering, which has energetic cartoon illustrations. Horn Book (Spring 2005) Interest Level: K-3  Reading Level: 4.8  Out of Print
Fields, B. W. (2006). Lunchbox and the aliens. New York: Henry Holt.
Another title about Lunchbox is: Froonga planet (2008). Lunchbox is an ordinary basset hound until he is abducted by aliens, zapped by a mental enhancer, and sent back to convert Earth's garbage into food - a task that would be easier if he had opposable thumbs, or at least tentacles. "The author weaves a delightful story. . . . The pencil-drawn cartoons throughout enhance the fun. . . . The fast-moving plot and satisfying conclusion make this a good choice for reluctant readers, science-fiction fans, or any child who enjoys a good book about a boy and his dog." (SLJ) Lots of dialogue, some line drawn pictures. Wilson Elementary Catalog. Reading Level (Grade): 3 – 6
Floca, Brian. (2009). Moonshot: The flight of Apollo 11. New York, NY: Atheneum.

This nonfiction story of the Apollo 11 mission to the Moon is a worthy companion title for science fiction books about the moon. Written for the 40th anniversary a story of leaving and returning during the summer of 1969, this is the story of the historic moon flight.  Starred Reviews in SLJ and Booklist. Grade 2–5
Freedman, C. (2006). Aliens Love Underpants. Hauppauge, NY: Barron’s.

When little aliens fly down to Earth, they don’t come to visit because they want to meet the Earthlings. They simply want to steal everybody’s underpants! They like them large or small, they like them red or green, and they like them in all other sizes and colors, too. The text is in verse, the illustrations are big and bright, and kids who open this book will giggle from first page to last. Not serious as science fiction.
Gall, C. (2008). There’s nothing to do on Mars. New York: Little.
After moving to Mars with his family, Davey complains of being bored until he begins exploring the planet with his dog Polaris and uncovers a most unusual "treasure."

"The illustrations, created with an engraving technique, are precisely drawn and appropriately painted in scorching reds and oranges. . . . Amusing details . . . extend the text and play off the deadpan humor." (SLJ) Wilson Elementary Catalog, Reading Level (Grade):  PreK – 2
Gaffney, Timothy R. (1996) Grandpa Takes Me to the Moon. Tambourine Books

When a boy's astronaut grandfather retells the story of his trip to the moon during the Apollo program, the boy imagines that he goes along, too. The straightforward, descriptive text takes readers from blastoff to moon landing to splashdown back on earth. Clearly detailed watercolor and gouache paintings show the youngster and Grandpa serenely experiencing space flight and moon exploration together. Horn Book.  CLCD Interest Level: K-3  Reading Level: 2.8   Out of Print
Greenburg, D. (2006). Dude, where’s my spaceship? New York: Random House.

When their spaceship crash lands on Earth, Ploo is captured by the Army and taken to the mysterious Area 51. While her brothers, Lek and Klatu, try to rescue her, Ploo uses her ESP to make a new friend. (First Chapter Book)
Greenburg, D. (2006). Lost in Las Vegas. New York: Random House.

In Lost, the trio heads for Las Vegas to find a woman named Jo-Jo to repair their spacecraft. Though far-fetched, these simple, humorous texts, illustrated with cartoon art, will please UFO fanatics. Horn Book (Fall 2006). Interest Level: 3-6 Reading Level: 3.9.
Greenburg, D. (2008). Thrills, spills, and cosmic chills. New York: Random House.

While visiting Dizzyland near Los Angeles, Klatu, Lek, and Ploo, the three alien siblings from the planet Loogl, find a fuzzy little alien named Mu in the sideshow zoo of the amusement park and decide to set it free. Interest Level: 3-6  Reading Level: 3.3
Guibert, E. (2006). Sardine in outer space. New York: First Second.

First book in series. Taking a seat in first class aboard the graphic-novels-for-preteens train, this import features a carrot-topped lass who travels the starways with her piratical uncle Yellow Shoulders, foiling the plots of Supermuscleman, nefarious Chief Executive Dictator of the Universe. Presented in small sequential panels of brightly hued cartoon art and spacious dialogue balloons, Sardine's adventures take her from the space prison Azkatraz to Planet Discoball (for a dance contest presided over by Empress Laser Diskette and her offspring, Prince Beejeez), from encounters with deadly, as well as thoroughly nerve-wracking, Honkfish to a deliciously violent round of "No-Child-Left-Behind-School II," a virtual game. With nonstop action, humor geared to multiple levels of cultural awareness and the promise of more episodes to come, even readers stubbornly resisting the trendy format's lure will find that, as Supermuscleman sneers shortly before gorily blasting his own foot, "Resistance is futile." Kirkus Review starred (April 15, 2006) Wilsons Elementary Catalog, Interest Level: 3-6  Reading Level: 2.9
Hoban, Lillian. (1982). The Laziest Robot in Zone One. New York: Harper Row.

Sol-1 helps all his friends with their work in the process of avoiding his own. Easy Readers Interest Level: K-3   Reading Level: 2.8. Out of Print
Keats, Ezra Jack. (2009) Regards to the Man in the Moon. New York: Viking.


Reprint of the 1981 book. With the help of his imagination, his parents, and a few scraps of junk, Louie and his friends travel through space.  Picture Book  Interest Level: K-3 Reading Level: 2.2
King-Smith, Dick. (1995). Harriet's hare New York: Dell Yearling

A young girl's life with her father on their farm in England is changed when she befriends a talking hare that is really a shape-changing alien. (First Chapter Books) Interest Level: 3-6 Reading Level: 4.2
Kirk, D. (1999). Nova’s ark. New York: Calloway & Kirk.

Nova, a robot boy from the planet Roton, accidentally rockets himself into space during a class field trip and eventually stumbles across the energy source his planet needs for survival. Interest Level: K-3  Reading Level: 4.5
Kitamura, Satoshi. (1999). UFO Diary. London: Andersen Press

A UFO, lost in space, finds a strange blue planet. The UFO discovers a curious creature watching it. Together they become friends and explore the land and stars in a wild afternoon romp.  Picture Book Interest Level: K-3   Reading Level: 3.0
Krull, K. (2004). How to trick or treat in outer space. New York, NY: Holiday House.

A little alien named Da Moon and his brothers go trick-or-treating by flying saucer, zipping past planets resembling jack-o'-lanterns and stopping off on Saturn, Mars, and Earth. Some of the humor is abstruse ("On planet Suzy, everyone looks like...Suzy! They'll croon you a tune!") or vulgar in this hit-or-miss one-joke volume illustrated with brightly colored art. Copyright 2003 of The Horn Book Reading Level 1.3
Lucas, D. (2007). The robot and the bluebird. New York: Farrar, Straus and Giroux.
A broken robot makes a home for a cold, tired bluebird trying to fly south for the winter, and eventually he carries the bird to a warmer climate while she rests in the cavity where his heart used to be. Interest Level: K-3   Reading Level: 2.2.  Recycling story.
 Lucasfilm Ltd. (2010). Star Wars Heroes. New York: Scholastic Inc. 

This picture book outlines the main characters of the Star Wars sagas as well as their specific quotes they are known for.
 Luceno, J. Star Wars Revenge of the Sith: The Visual Dictionary. DK publishing. 

This book outlines the characters and special equipment which is used in the Star Wars saga. Each definition is complete with a visual picture as well as a character description.

Maguire, G. (1998). Five alien elves. New York: HarperTrophy.

The town of Hamlet has a very unusual Christmas when aliens crash land in a UFO, escalating the competition between the rival clubs the Copycats and the Tattletales. Interest Level: 3-6  Reading Level: 5.5
Marshall, E. (1980). Space case. New York: Puffin Books.
"The 'thing'--a neon yellow robot-like creature from space--arrives on Halloween for a look around and is promptly mistaken for a costumed trick-or-treater. It spends the night with a friendly child . . . visits at school (the teacher takes it for a science project) and leaves promising to return for the next fun holiday, Christmas." (SLJ)

"The open ending of the brief story is as satisfying as it is original, for the small space traveler is thoroughly childlike in its insouciance, curiosity, and concern for self-gratification. The text is an economical, tongue-in-cheek accompaniment to the various levels of humor depicted in the illustrations." (Horn Book) Reading Level (Grade):  PreK – 2  Companion book Merry Christmas Space Case also by Marshall.
McCall, B. (2008). Marveltown. New York: Farrar, Straus and Giroux.
Marveltown's adults are outstanding inventors, but when their best engineers create giant but stupid robots that threaten the town, it is the children's outrageous creations that save the day.

"The boldly colored, nostalgic-looking illustrations depict the action with detail, vitality, and humor and will easily grab readers' attention." (SLJ) Wilson Elementary Catalog Reading Level (Grade):  PreK – 2
McCarthy, M. (2006). Aliens are coming. New York: Alfred A. Knopf.
This volume, reformatted and retitled (originally Here Come the Aliens!) is shaped like a planet and features a conga line of smiling extraterrestrials that wraps around the cover. Striking colors, rounded shapes, and bold lines characterize these "fearsome" creatures. Occasionally shaky rhymes and rhythms are forgiven in light of the fun of the text and its clever surprise ending. Horn Book (Spring 2009) Interest Level: K-3   Reading Level: 2.4

McLeod, B. (2006). Superhero ABC. New York: HarperCollins Publishers.
P might as well stand for the page-popping, large-scale Pictures that distinguish this ABC. These more than twenty-six superheroes include both genders and a host of species, alike only in their desire to do good in alphabetical order. The drawing is expert, the page design is dynamic, the colors are attractively lurid, and the humor is deliberately, delightfully dumb. Horn Book starred (Fall 2006) Interest Level: K-3 Reading Level: 2.6
McNaughton, C. (2007). We’re off to look for aliens. Cambridge, MA: Candlewick Press.

An author offers his newest title (literally, an attached smaller-format volume set inside the main book) to his family for review. The plot: a man rockets into space then meets and marries a space alien. The big reveal: it's autobiographical. Both volumes, decorated with McNaughton's zany ink and watercolor illustrations, will intrigue and amuse readers. Horn Book (Fall 2008) Interest Level: K-3  Reading Level: 2.1
McNaughton, C. (p.2008, 1995). Here come the aliens! Cambridge, MA: Candlewick Press.

A group of not-so-nice aliens speed toward Earth looking for a fight--until something terrible scares them away. Picture Book Interest Level: K-3  Reading Level: 2.4

McNaughton, C. (1995). The aliens are coming! Cambridge, MA: Candlewick Press.


Same book as Here come the aliens.
McNulty, F. (2005). If you decide to go to the moon. New York, NY:  Scholastic.

A travel manual for taking a trip to the moon. Good companion book to a study of space travel or the moon. Illustrated by Steven Kellogg, this book was a starred review by Booklist and School Library Journal. Grades k-3. 
Marzollo, J. (1987). Jed and the Space Bandits. New York: Dial.

Jed's Junior Space Patrol helps Molly, a girl who can turn invisible, to rescue her parents from bandits. Easy Reader. Interest Level: K-3  Reading Level: 3.3 Out of Print.
Milgrim, J. (2002) See Otto. Boston: Atheneum.

Otto the robot lands on Earth, where he is chased by a rhinoceros and befriended by some monkeys. Easy Reader. Interest Level: K-3   Reading Level: 1.1
Novak, M. (2009). The everything machine. New York, NY: Roaring Brook.

What happens in a community when the machine that does everything for the population goes wrong? Readers will discover through the Quirkians' story that though difficult at first, life is much more interesting when you know how to do things for yourself.
Novak, M. (1999). The Robobots. New York, NY: DK.
The lighthearted pictures mask a meaningful theme in this story of a family of robots who move into an ordinary suburban neighborhood. Their new neighbors eye them suspiciously as the blue-colored robots sculpt their bushes into squares, plant a variety of cleaning tools in the flower beds, and greet the fire hydrant and mailbox politely. The neighbors (a variety of ethnic groups) march to the house angrily but discover that the Robobot's house has its charm, and so do its inhabitants. Novak's pictures emphasize the peculiarities in the way people look, with their misshapen noses and spindly legs, and the robots resemble pale blue Muppets. The book's theme of things looking strange at first is highlighted through the use of perspective, as Novak shows the houses and people from many different angles. He hits the balance between silly and serious just right. Booklist. K-3. 

O’Brien, P. (2009). You are the first kid on Mars. New York, NY: Putnam’s.
“Gr 2-6–What would it be like to travel to Mars, explore the red planet, and return to Earth? O’Brien has created a realistic account of such a journey with informative text and polished digital art that sparks the imagination. Adults take a backseat in this adventure, as the narrator speaks directly to readers about what they could expect to see and do. Rich illustrations depict a young boy as the traveler, space vehicles, and rusty red landscapes with depth and detail. Following a four-month trip on a Nuclear Thermal Rocket, the boy joins scientists, engineers, and pilots living in a habitat on Mars complete with a greenhouse. As for finding life on Mars, it is explained that microscopic organisms are more likely than little green men. But who needs aliens when you have robots watering the plants and roving the surface? Additional facts are listed at the end of the book.–Lisa Glasscock, Columbine Public Library, Littleton, CO Copyright 2009 Reed Business Information.” SLJ. Reading level 5.
Olander, J. (2010)  A Field Guide to Aliens: Intergalactic Worrywarts, Glorb, False Santas, and Other Extraterrestria. New York, NY: Marshall Cavendish.

Reports the habitat, diet, lifecycle, and other characteristics of a variety of unusual creatures from other planets, as observed and recorded by a monstrologist. Great illustrations and a fun read.
Olien, R. (2005). Kids write!: Fantasy & sci fi, mystery, autobiography, & more. Nashville, TN:  Williamson Books.


Presents a variety of writing prompts to spur creativity and help writers develop valuable written communication skills. Writing experiences are interwoven with other forms of artistic expression, including theatre, puppetry, and photography, as well as music, drawing, and crafts. Written by a teacher.
O’Malle, K. (2005). Captain Raptor and the moon mystery. New York: Walker.
Young readers drawn by the gloriously toothy dinosaur posing on the cover of this tongue-in-cheek space opera may be astonished to discover that he's the episode's hero. Dispatched from Planet Jurassica to investigate a mysterious crash on a nearby moon, intrepid Captain Raptor (as in velociraptor) and his scaly crew weather a host of dangers-repeatedly punctuated by variations on "Could this be the end of Captain Raptor?"-before coming to the rescue of a stranded set of small, tail-less mammalian aliens. O'Brien illustrates the nonstop action in graphic-novel style, filling variously shaped panels with detailed scenes of colorful dinosaurs in retro body armor working riveted control panels, creeping through a jungle and similarly appropriate activities. In the end, Captain Raptor bids farewell to the grateful travelers from Earth and blasts off for some space exploration of his own. Readers not yet up to James Gurney's "Dinotopia" tales will roar with approval. (Picture book. 6-8)

O’Malley, K. (2007). Captain Raptor and the space pirates. New York: Walker.
Companion volume to: Captain Raptor and the moon mystery (2005)

Captain Raptor and the crew of the Megatooth are called back into action to save the planet Jurassica from rogue space pirates.

This "comes alive with O'Brien's watercolor and gouache illustrations. The action moves quickly in small frames dense with realistic dinosaurs in armor and the inner workings of spaceships." (Starred review SLJ) Wilson Elementary Catalog Reading Level (Grade):  1 - 3

Peet, B. (1970). The Wump world. Boston: Houghton Mifflin.
The Wump World is an unspoiled place until huge monsters bring hordes of tiny creatures to the planet Pollutus. Interest Level: K-3 Reading Level: 4.8.

Pinkney, B. (2000). Cosmo and the robot. New York: Greenwillow Books.

Cosmo, a boy living on Mars, must come up with a quick solution when his malfunctioning robot Rex threatens his sister Jewel

Pinkney's "art, created on scratchboard with dyes and acrylic paints, presents a barren planet in the slightly kitschy tradition of '50s science fiction. Even with the outlandish plot and extraterrestrial setting, the author/artist lets ordinary family dynamics shine brightly." (Publ Wkly) A Most Highly Recommended Title  Wilson Elementary Catalog. Reading Level (Grade):  PreK – 2
Pilkey, D. (2000). Ricky Ricotta's Giant Robot. New York: Blue Sky Press.
First of a series. Ricky Ricotta, a small mouse, saves a giant robot from his evil creator, Dr. Stinky, and in turn, the robot protects Ricky from the bullies at school and it saves the city from Dr. Stinky's plan to destroy it. Illustrated in black and white cartoon style drawings. (First Chapter Book) 
Pinkwater, D. (1977). Fat men from Space. New York: Dell Publishing.
William had a one-in-a-million tooth that received radio programs. His parents wanted the dentist to fix the tooth until William began to receive bulletins about an invasion from outer space. Thousands of fat spacemen in plaid sport jackets, knotted neckties, and two-tones shoes were descending to Earth. They covered every square mile, confiscating all the junk food they could find and eat.
Pinkwater, D. (2002). Mush, Dog from Space. New York: Aladdin.
Kelly Mangiaro has wanted a pet for as long as she can remember, but she gets more than she bargained for from her new dog, Mush. First Chapter Book.
Prelutsky, J. (2009). The swamps of sleethe. New York, NY: Knopf.

Prelutsky takes readers to planets they've never heard of and probably wouldn't want to visit. There's Swole, where you can't stop crying; Skreber, where you can't stop laughing; and Wonthoo, where-well, trust us, you won't want to drink the water. Pickering's comically creepy illustrations enhance the strangeness, and although Prelutsky's typically flawless meter continually rewards the careful of ear, this is not a journey for the faint of heart or the lazy of mind. Prelutsky trusts readers to figure out words like cataclysmic and unconscionably and to be up for the macabre. The miserable planet discovered in the last poem may turn out to be a very familiar one, but how can a book be depressing when it's this silly? Hornbook. Interest Level 3- up. Reading Level 6 up. CLCD
Sadler, M. (1984). Alistair in outer space. New York: Simon and Schuster Books for Young Readers.
Alistair is on his way to return his library books when he is captured in a spaceship by two creatures called Goots. Reading Rainbow book.

Sadler, M. (1994). Alistair and the alien invasion. New York: Simon and Schuster Books for Young Readers.

When aliens invade from outer space, boy genius Alistair is the only person able to save the Earth. Picture Book
Saunders, C. (2008). The intergalactic guide. New York: DK Publishing. 

Walle the robot gives the reader a peek into the future in this intergalactic guide. The reader is able to see what life could be like in 2805, what earth will look like, where humans will live, and how one robot changes the world.
Sava, S. C. (2006). Ed's terrestrials. Blue Dream Studios
Graphic  Novel. Aliens have escaped from the Intergalactic Food Court, where they worked as slaves and crash land into Ed's tree house. They all become friends, and the aliens want to help their fellow slaves come to Earth. But the Intergalactic Mall security officer, Maximus Obliterus, has come to send them back, and he has teamed up with Ed's school nemesis, Natalie.   Wilson Elementary Catalog. Reading Level (Grade): 2 – 6.
Scieszka, J. (2009). Robot Zot. New York: Simon & Schuster Children's Publishing. 

Robot Zot leads the reader on a journey through crushing other electronic objects throughout the household. Robot Zot is unaware that these objects are not enemies and keeps on trying to conquer the world-until he finds love.
Scrimger, R. (1998). The nose from Jupiter. Plattsburgh, NEW YORK: Tundra Books.
Alan Dingwall doesn't really mind that Norbert, a tiny alien from Jupiter, has taken up residence inside his nose. In fact, Alan quite likes Norbert. The problem is Norbert speaks his mind, giving everyone the idea that Alan is a master ventriloquist. When Norbert mouths off to school bullies and helps beat them at soccer, Alan sees big trouble on the way. The premise may seem far-fetched, but Scrimger pulls it off. Alan's perspective on life is hilarious (even in the face of his parents' divorce), making this a delightfully funny, fast-paced story that will turn readers into instant fans. Alan's comical insights and outlook on life even help him win the heart of his favorite girl. A surefire hit, especially among reluctant readers, including some who are older than the target audience. Booklist (Vol. 94, No. 21 (July 1998)) Interest Level: 3-6 Reading Level: 4.8
Shaw, N. (2008). Sheepblast off! Boston, MA: Houghton Mifflin.

Shaw’s sheep are off on another silly adventure.  “When a spaceship lands in their field, it's not long before everyone gets into gear. They blast right through the stratosphere. Weightlessness isn't easy, nor is heading outside to check on the spaceship. Fortunately, the sheep get some help from a little green man one of the ship's original occupants. The colored-pencil illustrations are as fun and kid-friendly as usual; fans will welcome seeing familiar friends in an unfamiliar setting.”--Cooper, Ilene Copyright 2008 Booklist  Reading level 1.5 CLCD
Spinner, S. (1994). Aliens for dinner. New York: Random House. 

As Richard is eating his Chinese dinner, a tiny pink alien steps out of his fortune cookie. Aric which is the bossy alien, needs Richard's help. Richard has to keep the pollution-loving alien from turning Earth into a Toxic Waste Theme Park.
Spinner, S. (1991). Aliens for lunch. New York: Random House.

Space alien Aric literally pops out of a bag of microwave popcorn to enlist Richard and Henry in a mission to rescue the secret ingredient for all desserts. A mediocre story line, stiff dialogue, and no characterization. Horn Book (September, 1991). Interest Level: 3-6  Reading Level: 3.8  Other books in the series include Aliens for dinner.
Stadler, A. (2008). Julian Rodriguez. New York: Scholastic Press.

"Julian Rodriguez is on a mission for the Mothership. He's been sent to Earth to study human lifeforms and their bizarre habits. . . . When Julian's Maternal Unit assigns a hideous task, it's nearly too much for the hardened space veteran to bear--but he finds his courage at last." (Publisher's note)

"This hybrid of fiction and graphic novel dusts off a favorite conceit with a slick swipe of edgy visuals and tart commentary. . . . It's impossible to read this without laughing." (Starred Review: Publ Wkly) A Most Highly Recommended Title: Wilson Elementary Catalog. Reading Level (Grade):  2 – 5
Stamaty, M. A. (1999). Too many time machines. New York: Viking.
Roger is angry because his teammates would rather gallivant off in their personal time machines than practice for the upcoming championship game. The boy's low opinion of time travel changes, however, when his father suggests that Roger go back to get some tips from Babe Ruth. As it turns out, the Babe is willing, in exchange for a trip to ancient Greece, and after a week's hitting and fielding instruction, Roger carries his rusty team to glory. Naturally, all of the players want to buckle down after that, except for Roger, who's off with Ruth to visit Leonardo da Vinci. Yes, it's trite, and all of the time machines in this graphic novel look like crosses between old-fashioned helicopters and elaborately decorated eggs. Stamaty's uncolored panels create a visual monotony that is reinforced by the peg-toothed sameness of his people. Still, the Babe comes across as an engagingly huge, friendly kid, and variations both in page design and text placement, plus the sheer zaniness of the premise, may keep readers turning the pages. (SLJ) Grade 3-6
Suen, A. (2002). Man on the Moon. New York, NY: Puffin.
Picture book telling the story of the Apollo 11 moon landing. Illustrations carry the sparse text. Book captures the drama of the moon landing.
Thorpe, K. (2008). Lots of bots. New York: Disney Press. 

The animated character Walle, has just arrived in space and to his surprise, robots are everywhere. Mayhem erupts and the bots follow him on a boisterous chase around the ship.
Trondheim, L. (2003). Astronauts of the future. New York, NY:NBM.

The story begins as a witty, gentle tale of two precocious youngsters, Gil and Martina, whose estrangement from their classmates and parents leads them to conclude that others are either, as Martina insists, aliens, or, according to Gil, robots. Initially wryly depicting the loneliness and alienation of brainy children and their joy at discovering simpatico souls--think Calvin and--the story suddenly swirls into an outrageous but compelling science-fiction epic. Booklist. CLCD. Advanced upper elementary readers
Varon, S. (2007). Robot dreams. New York: First Second.
In this nearly wordless graphic novel, Dog's desire for a companion is satisfied the day Robot arrives by mail. Dog assembles Robot, and their adventure begins. After visiting the library, watching movies, and eating popcorn, the companions end up at the dog beach. Robot is hesitant to frolic in the waves at first, but after a short pause, he dives right in. The result is unfortunate—a rusty, immobile Robot. Unsure of what to do for his friend, remorseful Dog abandons Robot on the sand to dream of what might have been (depicted first in brown tonal artwork as opposed to the color used to designate actions in real time) had things turned out differently. While Robot is used and abused, and eventually disposed of in a scrap yard, Dog agonizes over his companion, then begins searching for a new one with mixed, sometimes comic results. Varon's drawing style is uncomplicated, and her colors are clean and refreshing. Although her story line seems equally simple, it is invested with true emotion. Her masterful depiction of Dog's struggles with guilt and Robot's dreams of freedom effectively pulls readers into this journey of friendship, loss, self-discovery, and moving forward. Use this as Exhibit A to prove that graphic novels can pack an emotional punch equal to some of the best youth fiction. Starred Review Booklist.
Walsh, J. (1982). The Green Book. New York, NY:  Farrar, Straus & Giroux.

A four-year trip on an aging spaceship brings Pattie and her family to a space colony. Fleeing a dying Earth, the family hopes to build a new life, only to find a potential disaster waiting them. Patti and her sister take a chance and save the colony. Starred review, School Library Journal Reading level 5. Great read aloud 3 grade and up.
Weigel, J. (2006). Atomic Ace and the robot rampage. Chicago: Albert Whitman and Company

Also in series Atomic Ace: (he's just my dad). Atomic Ace, a boy is eager for adventures of his own until a horde of robots descends upon his school and he learns that his powers are not yet strong enough to save even himself. More fantasy than Science Fiction.
"The story flows for the most part, and the bold, graphic layout with intricate details will attract readers." (SLJ) Wilson Elementary Catalog.  Reading Level (Grade): K – 3

Wells, H. G. (1990). The time machine. New York: Random House.
Willis, Jeanne. (1994). Earthlets, As Explained By Professor Xargle. Puffin.
 
Professor Xargle's class of aliens learns about the characteristics and behavior of the human baby. When the lesson ends Professor Xargle and class don human disguises and embark on a field trip, by spaceship, to Planet Earth. Ross' bright watercolors are zany and sophisticated, making the most of Willis' wry observations. His pudgy babies find themselves covered in ``mash'' (baby food), sprinkled with ``dust'' (baby powder), and rocked to sleep in a ``beddy-bye'' (cradle). Despite its picture book format, this title may work best in the fiction collection, as a quick read for second and third graders. Laughs abound when one considers the odd way in which we might look to objective observers. The macabre Twilight Zone ending adds to the fun. SLJ. Grades 2-3 Read aloud k-5. Wilson’s Childrens
Wolverton, D. (1999). The rising force. New York: Scholastic Inc.
Just before his 13th birthday, Obi-Wan Kenobi left Yoda and the other teachers at the Jedi Temple. But he wasn't supposed to become a Padawan, a future Jedi Knight, he was assigned to be a farmer! Jedi Apprentice: The Rising Force joins the headstrong Obi-Wan a few weeks before he's to turn 13, when he'll be too old to begin training as a Jedi Knight. Ages 9-13.

Yolen, J. (1980). Commander Toad in space. New York:  Paperstar.
Commander Toad leads the lean green space machine "Star Warts" to find new worlds but runs into trouble when he sets course for home

"Yolen captures the high drama of space fiction in a delightful story that never loses sight of developing readers, who will be old enough to get the jokes but still young enough to relish the goofiness." (Booklist) A Most Highly Recommended Title Wilson Elementary Catalog  Reading Level (Grade): 1 – 4  Other titles in the series follow.

Yolen, J. (1982). Commander Toad and the planet of the grapes.  New York: Paperstar.

Yolen. J. (1985). Commander Toad and the dis-asteroid. New York: Paperstar.
Yolen, J. (1986). Commander Toad and the intergalactic spy. New York: Paperstar.

Yolen, J. (1987). Commander Toad and the space pirates. New York: Paperstar.
Yolen, J. (1998). Commander Toad and the voyage home. New York: Paperstar.
Yolen, J. (1996). Commander Toad and the Big Black Hole. New York: Paperstar.
Yorinks, Arthur. (1988). Company's Coming. New York: Crown

Chaos erupts when Moe and Shirley invite some visitors from outer space to stay for dinner with the relatives. Picture Book.
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